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MALACHI i. 6. 


© If then I be a Father, where is mine honor ?” 


There is no language which has a more sensible effect 
on the heart of a child, who is conscious of disobed- 
jence, than that which feelingly represents the gener- 
erous character and conduct of the kind and provident 
parent, and compares the same with the want of filial 


affections and respect of which the child stands charg- | 


ed in his own understanding. Nor is it possible to use 
any language, which serves to excite fearful apprehen- 
sions of punishment, in a way to insure those salutary 
consequences, which are naturally produced by words 
of compassion and love. 

In accordance with these clear and evident truths, 
divine inspiration salutes the ear of sinful man with Jan- 
guage adapted to the law of parental kindness, and to 
the capacity of our understanding, and to the feelings 
of our hearts. 

The passage which stands at the head of this article 
is a fair specimen of the foregoing remarks. The Su- 
preme raler of all worlds and beings, in room of advert- 
ing to the strength of that almighty arm, on which the 
destiny of all created beings depends, in room of lan- 
guage which directs the trembling sinner to contem- 
plate a Jaw of vindictive vengeance, in room of open- 
ing to the disordered imagination a gulf of intermi- 
nable woe, condescends to apply to the hard, obdurate 
heart the softening power of his grace, the melting en- 


ercies of his love. Such loving kindness, such tender 


inetcies awaken in the soul feelings of penitence and | 


godly sorrow for sin ; while the understanding becomes 
enlightened, the judgment corrected, the passions duly 
chastened, and the affections directed in proper chan- 
nels and placed on heavenly things. 

\s it cannot be deemed to be an unimportant inquiry 
which directs every one to answer the question, ‘where 
is mine honor ?*? so we may find it to be profitable to 
apply our research to subjects concerning which great 
confidence is entertained. There is much reason to 
believe that many, who are blinded hy tradition and 
rendered zealous hy the sparks of their own kindling are 


| be the destruction of our fellow beings, we have good | ing their trespasces unto them? 


{reason to suspect that the spirit by which we are dic- 
| tated is dishonorable to our Father in hearen. 
If the spirit of our heavenly Father is pity and com- 
passion, if his ways are mercy and love, then it is evi- 
dent that we dishonor Limewhen our spirit and conduct 
are unfeeling and unkind, full ofindignation and wrath. 
If we apply this rule to the dootrines taught in our 
schools and preached in: ovr sanctuaries, will it not set 
a seal on the lips of those who are continually breath- 
th, and endeavoring 
? 


unmercifal punishment.— 


ing out threatenings of divine wri 
!to awaken fears of endless, 


i 
| Let such enthusiastic declaimers pause, for one mo-| Father, where is mine honor?’ 
ment, and listen to the words which head these eug-| honorable to God, who is the Father of the spirits of all 


gestions; ‘* If [ther be a Father, where is mine honor?” 
IfGod be the Father of those whom our preachers con- 
they honor him in thus 
condemning his offspring? When they represent 
our heavenly Father as a Sovereign, who has, from all 
eternity, predestinated some of the posterity of Adam 
to hopeless despair, they ought to consider the question, 
“If then I be a Father, where is mine honor ?” 

Will our preachers of partial election condescend to 
inform us how they can maintain the fatherly charac- 
ter of our Creator, while they represent him as making 
this division of the human family, and designing mil- 
lions for endless woe, before he brought them into be- 
ing? Do fathers conduct ip this way? Is this the 
true character of a father? When our preachers en- 
deavor to soothe the lacerated, bleeding bearts of par- 
ents; whom they have tanght to believe, that their de- 
ceased offspring are consigned to everlasting destruc- 
tion, with the assurance that the anguish of their child- 
;ren will enhance their felicity, could any question be 
| r.ore suitable for their consideration than the one which 
| heads these suggestions? Is it possible to pervert rea- 
‘son to a greater degree, than to argue that the happiness 
of parents is to be enhanced by the torments endured by 
| their children, or that the honor of God is to be forever 
‘promoted by the misery of his rational offspring ? 
| When preachers, with a fawing zeal, and with pre- 

tentions to divine authority, threaten their hearers with 
/endless vengeance for veglecting the duties of religion 
‘and the virtues inculcated by the gospel, is it not ne- 


sign to endicss woe, do 





Should they not pause 
ané consider the divine declaration; ** I] have sworn by 
myself, the word hath gone out of my mouth in righte- 
ousniess, and shal! not return, that unto me every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear. Surely shall say, 
in the Lord have | righteousness and-strength ?”” 











tit? 


now dishonoring the Father of our spirits by the very | cessary to rewind them, that they are dishonoring the 
means which they employ for the promotion of his glo- | religion which they profess to teach, and the virtues 
r\. Fearful examples of such egregious error are not} which that religion requires? And as our heavenly 
unfrequently penned in the sacred oracles, and hey | Father, in his Jove and pity for erring man, was pleased 
onght to be regarded as admonitions carefully preserved | ¢,, open such a fountain of living waters for our enjoy- 
as heacons to warn us of fatal danger. With what sol- | ment, can any question be more proper to bring such 


emn devotion, with what flaming zeal did the high priest | blind enthusiasts to a due consideration of their error, 


When our clergy, with a design to obtain the people’s 
money for missionary purposes, represent, in the most 


| pathetic terms, the thousands of heathen, who are 


| 


yearly dropping into hell for the want of what our rep- 
rehensible covetousness withholds, should they not be 
asked this all-important question; “If then I be a 
Is it not highly dis- 


flesh, to represent him as dooming millions of his ownra- 
tional offspring to endless woe, when a little moneyin the 
| hands, and at the disposal of the clergy might prevent 
Do such blind enthusiasts realize what our heav- 
|enly Father says to bis beloved Son; ‘* Ask of me, and 
| I enall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, anc 
| the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” 

| Christian reader, if our heavenly Father has loved us 
_all, with an everlasting love, if he has given us all things 
richly to enjoy, de we not dishonor him if we do not 
love him ? if we do not love one another? if we do not 
most gratefully enjoy the rich blessings he has so liber- 
ally bestowed upon us? Let us not then despise the 
riches of his goodness, not turn a deaf ear to his kind 
and fatherly Janguage in which he says; ** Turn, O 
backsliding children, for | am married unto you.” 

H. B. 
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COPY OF A LETTER, &c. 


The Baptist Church of Christ in Newton, to Mrs. Eliz- 
abeth Carrel], send Greeting : 


Whereas this church has been informed, that you 
have imbibed and maintain the doctrine of the salvation 
of all men, and particularly in a letter to your brother 
of Watertown, which letter has been exhibited before 
the church with your signature, and fully demonstrates 
your departure from your former profession, as well as 
from the sentiments of the church. Taking your con- 
| duct into our serious consideration, Vote that there isa 
'manifest impropriety in holding communion with any 
‘person maintaining such sentiments, which are so con- 
trary to many express declarations in the word of God, 


‘and we consider Elizabeth Carrell no longer a member 








and the elders of Israel put in motion every means in| 
their power, to cut off the Messiah, to blot out Lis doc- 
trine from under heaven and his name from among men! 


than the question; ‘*If then I be a Father, where is, of this Chorch. - 
: Looe Sa . " ..| Done in the church meeting, on the first Lord’s day 
Ifa kind and provident parent, had, in}. 


4 9 
mine honor : in August, 1812, 


‘compassion to his perishing children, prepared a rich | 


With a persuasion that the honor of God was thereby | and wholesome repast, and sent to them the words of; 


to be served,did Saul breath out threatenings and slaugh- | kind invitation to hasten to his table, to eat and live, 
ter against the saints, and wasted the church of Christ. would it be consistent with this kindness, would it be 
With a pride and arrogance which blind the mind, and honorable to this parent, for the messenger to threaten 
with a zeal for the honor of their divine master, which ‘these children with destruction, in the name of their 


was not according to knowledge, did two of the disci- 
ples of the meek and lowly Saviour request permission 
to destroy a village by fire from heaven. To such pre- 


posterous zeal the pure and gentle wisdom of heaven re- | 


plies ; “* Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 
The Son of man came not to destroy men’s lives; but 
to save them.” 

In view of these precautions, we should not only 
cautiously consider the things we are disposed to do, 
but the spirit whick moves us to action. If our object 


father, if they neglected to come to the feast? After 
love has presented the best of gifts, must both the love 
|and the gift be dishonored with treatenings of unmerci- 


ful wrath? 
While preachers labor with all their learning and tal- 


‘ents to maintain that an unreconciliation to God and 
(rebellion against his law will be maintained to all eter- 
nity, does it not seem proper to ask them, if this preach- 
ing is the word of reconciliation, to wit, that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imput- 





J. GRAFTON, 
Clerk of the Church. 


Attest, 








Charlestown, Seplember 18, 1812, 


To the Baptist Church of Christ in Newton, 

Brethren,—I read your Jetter of excommunication, 
done in church meeting on the 1st Lord's day im Au- 
gust, 1812, and I feel it my duty, or at least my privi- 
lege, to make some reply thereunto : not that I feel dis- 
satiéfied with the letter or with the chureh for sending 
it, for it is no more than what I expected, but I think 
it needs some further explanation—I cannot reconcile 
it with itself, or with scripture. - 

You begin with charging me of having “ imbibed and 





maintained the doctrine of the salvation of al] men,” 
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refering to a letter of mine as evidence of the fact.— FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
This I] do not deny, but is it acrime to believe in the ae ; oa 
salvation of all men, when the inspired apostle express- REPLY TO “2 READER” 

ly declares, that ‘* God our Saviour wil] have all men Sir,— You ask me two questions, Ist. ‘Can youprove 
to he saved??? Such acherge I am perfectly willing to 

tay under. You next accuse me of departing from my 
former profession.-This needs explanation. | first pro- 
fessed to believe in God, manifested in Christ Jesus, as any man after this state of trial.” 

tay only Saviour, | believe im him still. Where then is By these questions, | understand you {to think, that 
the departure of faith? You will say, because I believe) if death does not purge the conscience, and if we can- 
he is the Saviour of all men. But you must recollect) pot prove that the means of salvation w ill be applied to 
that the scriptures expressly declare him to be the Sa-| men after this state of trial, it follows, that all men will 
viour of all men. So far therefore from a departure 

from my former profession, I have only followed on to 
know the Lord, and I have found him to be ‘* good 
unto all, and his tender mercies over al} his works.” | 
You next state that you have taken my ‘ conduct”’ 
into serious consideration. —This is mysterious; what 
** conduct”? of mine have you considered? You have} 
brought no charge against me of misconduct, that [| 
know of. Your charges are all of a different nature; 
faith, sentiment, or opinion, is not conduct; and even 
if | have departed from my former profession, it is by | 
faith only. I cannot but think that on reviewing your 
letter, you will be satisfied that there is a manifest im- | 
propriety in your saying, that you have ‘* taken my | 
conduct into serious consideration.” When you) 
brought a charge of misconduct against me, ought you, 
not to have been consistent with yourselves, to have 
said, sentiments, instead of “conduct?” I now shall | 
consider your Vote, which you introduced in these | 
words, ** Voted that there is a manifest impropriety in| 


that the act of death will purge the conscience from 





ed is far from being conclusive, for the following rea- 
sons; Ist. Allowing that death does not purge the con- 
science, yet it would remain to be proved that those 
causes of an evil conscience which exist in flesh and 
blood will also cxist in a future state, if we would es- 


tablish the fact, that an evil conscience wil] exist bere- 
‘ 


after. Qd. It is necessary to prove, that a disposition 
to sin exists in a future state, in order to establish the 


necessity of the means and their use, to save a sinner 
from his sins, in that state. 3d. For ought we know for 
cerlain/y sim may exist in a future state, and there be 
purged by the power of divine goodness, and yet we 
may now be unable to prove this to be the case. 4th. 
Because J cannot prove that the millions of the human 
family, who have died before they come to discern 
good from evil were by death prepared to enjoy their 
God, and because I cannot prore that the means of 
such preparation is ever applied hereafter, all this does 
not prove, that these millions of infants will remain eter- 
holding communion with any person maintaining such | nally without the knowledge of God. Because we are 
sentiments, which are so contrary to many express de- | unable to prove a thing to be truc, this does not prove 
clarations in the word of God.’ Here is an assertion | it false. 

which I think requires proof; and if it be true, the| In my turn b will ask, if you can prove that, at death, 
proof can easily be given. I, therefore, in the spirit of | ** the spirit returns to God who gave it” in an unholy, 
meekness and-christian charity, call upon you to shew | impure state? or can you prove that ‘*the duet returns 
me the many express declarations in the word of God,|to the earth as it was, and the spirit to God who gave 
that contradict my sentiments. I believe that Christ, hit, but that the man who dies goes somewhere else ?— 
by the blood of his cross, will reconcile all things unto 1 will add, dear sir, that in order to establish the doc- 
himself, whether they be things in earth, or things in trine of a future state of misery such a horrid doctrine 
heaven. Is there any express declaration in the word | must be proved. 
of God which says he wiilnot? Shew me express de- not live ten thousand years in this world and be wretch- 
clarations which say, that Christ did no/ taste death for | ed in the extreme so long, this is no argument to prove 
every man; that he did not give himself a ransom for 

all ; that he is nof the Saviour of al] men; that he is 
not the propitiation for the sins of the whole world ; 
that he will not abolish death, and destroy him that 
hath the power of death ; that he will nol do the 

of him that sent him; or that God will no/ have : 
men to be saved; shew me any declarations like the 


Because I cannot prove that you will 





ithat you will thus live and be miserable ten thousand 


years, I]. BALLOU. 


ES O > Ee ————— 
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2 Ewtract of a istler froma young gentleman, in this 
above, and they will contradict my sentiments,otherwise fr’ janie wee Oech es ae Pe 
they will not. Shew me those passages which you may See eres coer ee oer Serra 
suppose to be contradictory to my sentiments, and | Boston, May 5, 1822. 
will shew you that my sentiments are not contradictory | Dear Sister, —Your kind letter of April 2Ist, is be- 


to those passages; but that those passages may be true fore me. I thank you for all the information which you 


P . . ° n ~ sare a c t a feronasl * >t i a ‘4 s +3 i 
(though not perhaps in the sense in which you would communicate. As to the freedom with which you peok 
understand them) and my sentiments trae notwith- |i" regard to religious sentiments, | must ask you wheth- 


standing. 1 do believe in the salvation of all men, of all | €T You have followed the golden rule? are you willing to 
rational beings. 1 believe it on the ground of its being be treated as you have treated me? Sbould I call your 
the revealed will of God: and I call on you to shew doctrine the doctrine of satan, and the preachers whom 
me ene express declaration in the word of God to the | Y°U hear, wolves in sheep’s clothing, should you think 
contrary. I hope you will condescend to answer my yourself well treated? Sister, | hope you have too 
letter, for if 1 am in the dark I wish to be enlightened. much discernment to justify this manner of communi- 
I shall expect an answer, and I shall weit a reasonable | Cation. You think that I pay but litle regard to the 
time for one, and if I do not receive it, you must not word of God, or none but to select some passages that 
think strange to see your letter to me, together with | WH! suit my principles; and then you add; ** But re- 
this my answer laid before the public ; not ‘that I wish | member our Saviour’s words, he that throweth away 
to enter into a controversy, but I wish to excite others | part is guilty of the whole.”’ Sister, we no where read 
to a serious examination of this important subject. that the Saviour ever said any thing like this. I notice 
This from your excommunicated sister, it to remind ¥ou, that you are reprehensibly ignorant of 
ELIZABETH CARRELL. the scriptures yourself; not by way of upbraidivg you, 

_—_ but with a hope of exciting you to read the scriptures 

“ Praise ye the Lord: for it is good to sing praises that you may know what they say. Then I have no 
unto ous God ; for it is pleasant, and praise is comely. doubt, you will be acquainted with the great and solid 


He healeth the broken in heart, aud bindeth up their foundation on which universal grace and salvation are 
wounds,”? founded. 





dead works to serve the living God ?”” And 2d. **Can} 
you prove that the means of salvation will be applied to 


| 
| 


| 
| 


} 
| 


| 


| 


} 
| \ 
bee be saved. I think that the argument thus intimat- | 
! 
i 
| 


| power, than [ now am in the hands of him to 4 





|God hath highly exalted him, and given him’a nan 





the word everlasting liecessarily mean an endless 


Another instance of your ignorance of the scriptures 
is manifested in the following question ; ** How many 
times in the New Testament has Christ declared that 
the wicked shall go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the rigbteous into life eternal??? Your question in- 
dicates that this declaration is found in many passages, 
But, sister, sips 
pose if was found on every page of the New Testam: nt, 


ane 
© 


and yet it does not occur but once! 


would it prove that punishment will never end? Does 


dura. 
from the follow. 
ing scriptures. Gen, xvii 8. xiviii 4d. Exodus x] 15, 
And other passages. You cannot believe that the Jana 


ef Canaan will be possessed to all eternity 


tion? That it does not you way learn 


} 
by Abraham, 


nor will you contend that Aaron’s priesthood will con 
tinue time without ead. Yos con'end that the wicked 


vs 


must be punished eternally. Well are you not wicked? 


You will acknowledge yon are. Do you expect to b: 
punished eternally : No, Then | humbly ask why any 


others are any more likely to be endlessly miserable? 
You seem to express a strong desire that | should em 
brace the true faith, and yet the only article you seem 


to press is, that | should believe there is a hell! Is hel! 
the gospel? The gospel is said to be the gospel of our 
salvation, the gospel of the grace of God. fz hell such 
a gospel? Sister, I believe there is a hell, but I believe 
people make it for themselves, and suffir its torment 


in the present sinful state. See Jamesiii6. While I 


vc 


, and who upholds 
me, and who grants me lis mercies every diy 


believe that the God who created me 


changeable, | can put my trust in hiwi; nor can |! 
frightened with those foolish, blasph TOUS Tepresenta- 
tions of unmerciful punishments ina future state, which 


you seem to urge with so much concern. § Sister. if the 


Saviour of the world desired my salvation as mueli as 
you appear to, do you think he would send me toa 
place of endJess torment?) ‘Think of this question. and 
ask yourself if you are bettas then he is, who gaye |} 


self a ransom for all to be testified in due time? Should 
I be more safe in your care, allowing you had almighty 
whom all 
power in heaven and earth is given? You' represent 
that we have it in our power to render our Saviour's 
work wholly in vain. Is this the way to honor hiim? 

ifhe 


which is above every name; that in the name of Jesus 


/every knee should bow, and every tongue should con- 


fess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Can all this be frustrated? You say it is a 
great grief to my parents, that they have nourished and 
brought up a son to embrace the doctrine of satan.— 
You can bardly conceive the borror with which J read 
this sentence! God's unbounded mercy you call the 
doctrine of satan! J pray our heavenly Father to for- 
give you, foryou know not what you do. 


——SD 2S ate 
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Albany, April 25, 1822. 


To the Editors of the 
Presuming that you will rejotce in hearing of the 


AT ag © >> . 
wagazine 5 


spread of the gospel of peace, | hasten to com- 
municate to you, that the prospect in this place ts 
brightening. Within six months, those who now take 
the lead in forwarding the objects of this society, were 
strangers each to the other. But, blessed be His name, 
who worketh al] things after the counsel] of his benefi- 
cent will, a fire is now kindled, which we trust in God, 
the heart-chilling doctrine of endless misery will never 
quench. We are but few—poor in purse truly—but 


rich in faith, and confident that he who hath put it into 
our hearts to build a house to the glory of his name, 
will not leave the work, until the top-stone is brought 
forth with shouting—Grace, grace to it. 

We have already engaged the services of Br. Geo. 
B. Lisher for one yearwe hope the first of many.~~ 
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He is young, and but fourteen months in the winistry, 
but a very Sampson to our Philistine opposers. © To ap- 
preciate bis services properly, it is necessary to hear 
him. Our meetings, particularly in the evening, are 
much crowded. Our present place of meeting is the 
chief court recom in the capitol The rays of light 
which emanated from the east were refracted over our 
heads. As the light of truth approaches the zenith, its 
beams fall on places beliveen, Boston and the Jakes. 

We have lately located scite for a building, and 
hope to raise sufficient for one third the lot and build- 
ing in this city. We are employed in raising it by sub- 
cription. 

After adding that our coneregations are well ordered 
and attentive, and a considerable excitement is the con- 
sequence, | will conclude by wishing to establish a 
brotherly correspondence with your different societies, 
and by subscribing, your brother in the gospel. 


RUSSEL CANFIELD, Clerk of Trust. 





STATEMENT OF FAITH, 
of the 
FIRT UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY IN ALBANY. 


Whereas the constitution and Jaws of this state, lave 
granted to every man the unalienable right of worship- 
ping the Supreme Being agreeably to the dictates of his 
own conscience—We, therefore, in the earnest desire 
of supporting the doctrine which appears to us conso- 
nant to revelation and reason, do resolye to form our- 
selves into a Society, and to adopt, as the fundamen- 
tal principles of the doctrine which we profess—and 
that al] things may be done decently, and in order— 
ihe following summary statement of faith. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH. 
We believe in one God, the Creator, Preserver, Ben- 
factor, and final Saviour of all men—whose infinite 
wisdom, power, and goodness, are displayed in the visi- 


ble works of his hands—and especially in the revelation 


of his never-ending goodness to man in the sacred scrip 
tures, throngh the man Christ Jesus, who hath abolish- 


ed death, 


—D+to 
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THE MORALIST...No. 2. 

“I say unto you love your enemies..°—Jesus Cunist. 

To Jove our enemies is a duty enjoined by our Lord 
and Master, for his disciples to practice. Nothing is 
more contrary to corrupt nature, than for a persen to 
love those that are his enemies. By the command to 
love our enemies, we are not to understand that we are 
to Jove them as we do our friends; this would be im- 
possible. We are to love them so far, as not to re- 
venge ourselves on them for the injury they may have 


done us, but to do them good when we have opportu- | 


nity, and to pray that their hearts may be changed. — 
We are not to seek their company while they remain 
our foes; nor are we meanly to crouch to them, for in 
so doing we should sink béneath the dignity of men ; 
but we must receive them with open arms when we are 
convinced of the sincerity of their repentance, for our 
heavenly Father has forgiven us, times without number, 
when we have offended; and shall we not forgive our 
brother that has offended us? If there be one that 
withholds forgiveness from his erring brother, that bas 
offended against him, let such a one reflect on the sol- 
emn declaration of our Lord and Master, “if ye for- 
give not men their trespasses, neither will wy heavenly 
Father forgive you your trespasses,” and withhold mer- 
cy if he can. 

West-Cambridge, May 6, 1822. 

Good nature is the very air of a good mind, the sign 
of a large and generous soul, and the peculiar soi) in 
which virtues prosper. 


and brought life and lmnmortality to light 
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Messrs, Editors,—In the Rev. Mr. Ballou’s reply to 
Mr. ‘Tidd, in your Magazine of March 16th, it was sug- 
i geste d by him, that the words death, dead, and died, 
| recorded in the 8, 9, 10, and IJth verses of the 6th 


n 
' chapter of Romans, refered to the extinction of animal 


life. Ifso, does not the word death in the 2ist and 23d | 


| verses of the same « lapter, relate to the same thing? 
(This, I think, must be the case, for we have no intima- 
tion that the apostle had changed his subject. Then 
does it not fillow, that the extinction of animal life, or 


the death of the body, is occasioned by sin? 


A doc- 
trine which the universalists in general, will not ac- 
How Mr. Bal- 
lou will avoid this conclution, | do net conceive. As 


an inquirer after truth, | would earnestly solicit Mr. 


\- } ‘ Ds > 
knowledge to be a scripture doctrine, 


Ballou, through the medium of your paper, to show 
what is meant by the word death, in the 3lst and 23d 
verses of the chapter. 

If, in his opinion, the word death in the 21st and 23 
verses mean the same as the words death, dead and di- 
ed, in verses 8, 9, 10, and 11, it is hoped that he will 
be consistent, and acknowledge that sin is the cause of 
natural death. 


o 


ses 8, 9, &c. it is hoped, that he will have the gooduess 


fit does not mean the same as in ver- 


to inform us where the apostle commenced a new sub- 
ject in this chapter. PETER. 
=< + >- 
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** Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 

er tempteth he any man. DBut every man is tempted, 
when be is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed ; 
thep when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin ; 
and sin, when it is Gnished, bringeth forth death.’”— 
James i 13 14 15. 


There bas been of late a very zealous struggle to keep 


life in the strange coctrine of future transgression and 
misery. lam by no means disposed to question the 
sincerity of its votaries, presuming that they consider it 
a doctrine essential to the promotion of pure morality 
,and vital religion. There is one question incessantly 
urged by those who advocate the doctrine of misery in 
the immortal world, which I think is answered by the 
|above testimony of the apostle James. 





The question is 
‘this. If there be no hel) in the future state of exist- 
'ence, where will he be punished who dies in the very 
act of some attrocious crime? Now if I understand 
the design of punishment for transgression, itis not sim- 
ply to make the transgressor smart—not simply to make 


‘him feel sorry tor bis offence; but itis to teach him that | 
ie is obeying evil, unrighteous propensities, which will | 


|induce him to wrong his fellow man and forget his God 
the source of all his blessings, in whom alone there is 


jtrne bliss. Or in one word, it is to induce him to resist 


ten. ptation,—to shun evil and do good,—to forsake the 
path of vice, and walk io the path of virtue. | cannot 
conceive that justice will approbate the infliction of any 
penalty upon any other principle. Now friendly read- 
er, | will show thee bow I think the apostle James an- 
swers the above qastion. In the above quotation, the 
four following things must be obvious to every candid 
reader. 1. That the mind of man is tempted to sin. 
2. That the tempter is pot a principle which exists in 
the mind independent of the body. 3. That the mind 
is not tempted to sin by any communication from the 
spirit of God. 4. That every man is tempted by his 
own lust. When therefore, the mind shall be released 
from the source of temptation, it will neither sin, nor be 
liable to sin, and of course there will be no reformation 
to effect. Then the infliction of any misery cannot be 
disciplinary. and of course not punishment, but unmer- 
ciful torture. This may be illustrated by some of the 
diseases of which our bodies are susceptible, for sin is 





of God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, neith- 


considered in scripture as a moral disease. Our Sa- 
viour said, ** the whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.’ J allude to those distempers which nev- 
er prey upon the human system but once in the course 
of life. Jt seems mysterious at first thought, that the 
body shonid not be afflicted the second time witb the 
same disorder. But when we hear the reason which 
physicians have given, it ceases to be a wonder, and is 
perfectly plain and rational, viz. That which the sys- 
tem contains ipon which the disorder preys, being by 
the first attuck destroyed; there remains no cause to 
produce the effect the second time. But perhaps the 
words of Solomon may be in the reader’s mind, and 
considered an objection to the foregoing argument.— 
‘Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be un- 
punished.” I grant the truth of the wise man’s assertion, 
but I do not acknowledge that it invalidates my argu- 
ment. My reasons | will give in the words of anoth- 
er inspired writer. ‘**Some men’s sing go before to 
judgment, and some men’s they come after.”” This es- 
tablishes the testimony of Solomon, that the wicked 
shall not be unpunished, and it also shows that the evil 
imaginations and thoughts of the heart, are recompenc- 
ed with tribulation and anguish. Reader, let me here 
appeal to your own experience; whenever your sinful 
lusts and passions have usurped the seat of your better 
jodgment, and you have been plotting the commission 
of some crime; have you not said within yourself, ‘how 
can | do this great wickedness and sin against God ?”’ 
Have you not felt an inward reproach and accusation 
'cfa wicked design? Methinks, I hear you say; yes, 
| IT can well remember the bifter reproach of a guilty con- 
science; and | would now offer a tribute of thanksgiy- 
ing to him who thus gave a timely check to my wan- 
dering feet. But alas! J have to lament many instan- 
ces of disobedience to this divine monitor. It was at 
those seasons, friendly reader, that your sin went be- 
fore to judgment, and condemnation was the sentence, 
| Let us not argue then, that because a man dies in the 
/commission of crime he must be tormented in the future 
world. But because | disallow the doctrine of sin and 
| misery in the future world, you will not say that I deny 
| punishment for sin, or invalidate the doctrine of repen- 
jtance. No, I call on the reader to bear me record to 
| this declaration, that as long as the present law of na- 
ture exists which follows every cause with its natural 
effect, ** The wicked shal] be turned into hell, and all 
the nations that forget God.” How wortby of admira- 
| Gow does our heavenly Father appear, when seen 
'through the medium of the foregoing arguments! He 
inflicts punishment but where wickedness exists; not to 
| satisly the spirit of enmity and revenge by simply tor- 
menting the transgressor; but by unaffected love and 
benevolence which seek the promotion of our highest 
felicity. David says, ‘* ‘(he judgments of the Lord are 
true, and righieous altogether ; more to be desired are 
they than gold, yea, than much fine gold, sweeter also 
than houey, and the honey comb.” ‘If he commit in- 
iquity, (saith the Lord) | will chasten him with the 
rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men ; 
but my mercy sha]! not depart away from him.” Thus 
is effected the captivation of every sinful passion, obed- 
jience in the disobedient, and reconciliation in the unre- 
‘conciled. Let us rejoice thep, in the anticipation of 
the accomplishment of the Psalmist’s prediction, “Yet a 
little while and the wieked shall not be, yea, thou shalt 
diligently consider his place and « shall not be.” 
EUSEBIUS. 

















To Readers and Correspondents. 


The communication of ‘A Reader’ to * Jebn’ is not 
admissible. 


MARRIED, 

In this City.—By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Samuel 
Newmarch to Miss Hannah Truesdell. 

By the Rey. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Reuben D. Weston to 
| Miss Arabella Macomber. 

By the Key. Mr. Wisner, Mr, Samuel Smith to Miss 
Mary More. 

In West-Cambridge.—On Thursday evening, May 2, 
by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Henry Somes Low, mer- 
chant of this city, to Miss Mary Ann Whittemore, 
danghter of the Hon. Wm. Whittemore. 

In Dedham.—Mr. George Boardman to Miss Susan- 
nah Fuller. 








DIED, 

In this City. —Rev. Warren Pierce, aged 46, Princi- 
pal of the Derne-street Reading School. Suddenly, 
the amiable and affectionate Mrs. Susan H. 31, wife oi 
Mr. Josiah Calef, and daughter of Zacheus Hussey, Esq. 
of Nantucket. Mr. Isaac Mead, 32, 
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CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 


Teach me, O Lord, to know thy ways, 
And tune my heart to sing thy praise, 
Thy Majesty above ; 
Make me whate’er thy pleasure will, 
I am thy child, thy offspring still, 
The object of thy love. 


By thine omnipotent decree, 

Assigned to pass the stormy sea 
Without a sail or oar, 

But guided by thy tender care, 

The boist’rous waves [ll boldly dare, 
Confiding in thy pow’r. 


Tho’ doom’d in nakedness to roam, 
Without a friend, without a home, 
A shelter to afford, 
Still would I trust in thy great name, 
And thee, my heavenly Father claim, 
My Saviour and my God.* 


When death shall fix his barbed dart, 

At thy command, in my warm heart, 
My spirit to set free, 

O raise me to that world above, 

Where all is glory, peace and love, 


And let me dwell with thee. ALLAN. 





* “Tam the Lord thy God, and beside me there is 
no Saviour.” 


BEAM OF TRANQUILITY. 


A beam of tranquility smil’d in the west, 
The storms of the morning pursued us no more, 
And the wave, while it welcom’d the moment of rest, 
Still heav’d, as remembering ills that were o’er! 


Serenely my heart took the hue of the hour, 
Its passions were sleeping, were mute as the dead, 
And the spirit becalm’d but remember’d their power, 
As the billow the form of the gale that was fled ! 


I thought of the days, when to pleasure alone 
My heart ever granted a wish or a sigh ; 

When the saddest emotion my bosom had known, 
Was pity for those who were wiser than | ! 


I felt, how the pure, intellectual fire 
In luxury loses its heavenly ray ; 

How soon, in the lavishing cup of desire, 
The pearl of the soul may be melted away ! 


And I pray’d of that Spirit who lighted the fame, 
That pleasure no more might its purity dim ; 

And that sullied but little, or brightly the same, 
I might give back the gem I had borrow’d from him! 


The thought was extatic! I felt as if Heaven 
Had already the wreath of eternity shown ; 
As if, passion all chasten’d and error forgiven, 
My heart had begun to be purely its own! 


I look’d to the west, and the beautiful sky 
Which morning had clouded, was clouded no more— 
**Oh! thus,” [ exclaim’d, ‘can a heavenly Eye 
‘* Shed light on the soul that was darken’d before !"’t 
MOORE, 





* Psalm iv 6, ‘* Lord, lift up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us.”’ 
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RELIGIOUS WORSHIP, 


The foundation of which, consists in right views, and 
just conceptions of the character of God ; the only be- 
ling worthy of receiving divine adoration from either 
!men or angels. Then admit with John, that the char- 
foo of God is love, as in his 1st Epistle iv 8, ** He 
\ that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love,” 
land 16th verse, ** God is love ; and he that dwelleth m 
‘love, dwelleth in God, and God in him.” In John’s 
| gospel, iv 24, Christ says to the woman of Samaria in 
'Sychar at Jacob’s well; ** God is a spirit; and they 
that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in 
truth.’? Love is the source from which flows mercy. 
And the Psalmist exhorts to praise God, for his great 
goodness, and unbounded mercy ; as in the 136th Ps. 
from beginning tothe end of the Psalm. By this it ap- | 
pears, that God’s character is love and mercy, in con-| 
junction with the other attributes of his perfection : | 
therefore he cannot exercise their opposites, hatred and 
cruelty, for that would destroy himself. Hence to wor- 
ship God in truth, we must adore and praise him, be- 
lieving that he is a being of infinite love, and infinite 
mercy ; and to assay to worship him as a being posses- 
sed of hatred, revenge and cruelty, cannot be worship- 
ping the true God; but it is worshipping an imaginary, 
and false God; which is no better than idol worship. 
To worship God in truth, we must have correct ideas of 
what he is, in and of himself. If he is possessed of love, 
goodness and mercy, it must be in an infinite degree ; 
therefore he cannot exercise hatred, revenge and cruel- 
ty, in any degree; for from such a pure fountain can- 
not flow opposite and discordant spirits : neither can 
the character of the true God be composed of compo- 
nent parts of discordant spirits, for every one of his at- 
tributes is mfinite, and to suppose him actuated by in- 
finite love, and infinite hatred ; or infinite mercy, and 
infinite cruelty, would be supposing him divided against 
himself, and thereby undeified. No person can wor- 
ship God in spirit, whilst viewing him possessed of such 
traits in his character as render it odious and forbidding; 
but all services performed under such impressions must 
be servile and slavish, with a view merely to conciliate 
and appease ; than which nothing can be more deroga- 
tory to the honor of the true God. To worship God in 
spirit we must entertain such views of him as will afford 
joy and peace ; that his designs are merciful towards us, 
and that his mercies are as diffusive as the wants of his 
rational creation ; and from experiencing bis goodness 
here, we infer the continuance of his mercies here- 
after; for he is of one mind and changeth not. An un- 
derstanding belief in the unbounded goodness, and con- 
tinued mercy of our heavenly Father, will enliven the 
mind, cheer the countenance and animate the spirit of 
the believer, in devotion to the universal benefactor, 
on every occurrence, believing that he over-rules every 
providence for the best good. Thus sincerely believing, 
that the character of God is love in connexion with 
his other attributes, composing one Almighty Being, 
we shallin our devotions worship him in spiri/ and in 
truth. ONEIDA. 
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DOCTRINE OF PROBATION. 


A great many christians, who reject with horror the 
Calvinistic doctrine of Election and Reprobation, nev- 
ertheless appear entirely satisfied with what is common- 
ly called the doctrine of probation, thinking it clear of 
that partiality which renders the otherso odious. There 
are some considerations connected with this doctrine 
which have been seldom mentioned, but which are cer- 
tainly worthy of the attention of all our christian breth- 
ren. 

This doctrine may be briefly stated as follows ; God 
[has assigned this mertal life to his creatures as the time 








and the only time for them to secure their eternal wel- 
fare by repentance and conversion; so that if a man 
only becomes converted before he dies, heaven, with 


‘all its glories and unspeakable joys, is his ; and on the 


contrary, if he is not regenerated when death overtakes 
him, a hopeless eternity of torment is his certain doom 
Another chance for repentance will never be offered. 
Now, allowing this statement to he the truth, the 
time of probation is very unequally apportioned to dif. 
ferent persons. To some it is lengthenea out to sixty or 
eighty years; while to others, no more than ten or five 
years is granted,—and yet every moment of such a pro 
bation is to the creature of more importance than the* 
possession of this earth and all it contains. Is not such 
an inequality dreadfully partial? How often is it the 
cause that one of two companions in sin, is cut off in th: 
midst of their folly, while the other is spared, his time 
of probation continued year after year, till he at Jast re 
pents, and according to this doctrine, secures that infi- 
nite prize which the other lost because he was not fa- 


/vored with the same opportunity! Christian friend, 


how does this subject appear in your view? Are we 
duly authorised to impute such conduct to the God and 
Judge of the whole earth? to say that tosome he gives 
but one chance for saving their souls, while to other: 
he gives ten or twenty? I well remember that some, 
who were my own friends and associates ‘in life's 
morning march, when my bosom was young,’ went 
suddenly down to the tomb, amid all the gayety anc 
thoughtlessness of sixteen; and perhaps you recollect 
similar instances in your own experience, We, 
my friend, have Jong survived those early victims, ani 
perhaps have at length repented ; but oh, how unequa!- 
ly has God dealt with them and with us, if this doc- 
trine be true! When! consider this amazing inequal: 
ty in a subject of so infinite importance as this is re- 
presented to be, | confess were | brought to believe th: 
common doctrine of probation, | never could object to 
all the partiality of the Calvinistic doctrine of election 
and reprobation. 

Again: there is as great a diference in the circum- 
stances of people in this life, as there is in t)-+ lenglh of 
their lives. Some are born and brought up in a situa- 
tion vastly more favorable to the attainment of religion, 
tban others enjoy. Some have religious parents who 
take all pains to prepare their minds for the operation 
of the Holy Spirit; while some again are left to grow 
up in families in which religion is unknown, and aliost 
every vice openly practiced. ilow unequal are their 
chances! and on these chances too, it is said, are sus- 
pended an eternity of woe, and an eternity of bliss !— 
Some also enjoy all the privileges of the gospel, and 
hear preaching two or three times a week; and some 
again are not favored with even one sermon oftener 
than once in two or three months,—and others there 
are who Jive and die without hearing even the name of 
Jesus Christ or of his gospel ! and does such a world ap- 
pear intended by impartial Wisdom for the state and 
only state, where men are allowed to determine their 
condition for eternity? You, my christian friend, live 
perhaps in the populous town or city, blest with all the 
opportunities, and surronnded by all the means of reli- 
gious instruction ; think of the inhabitants of the 
remote towns in some of the wildernesses of our 
own country, where no church is gathered and no 
preacher has been ; think of some of those solitary cot- 
tages surrounded by mountains and rivers, whose fami- 
lies scarcely behold for months a human being beside 
themselves; think of the millions of heathens who have 
lived out what is called their term of probation, and 
never had one chance to become believers ; (for ** how 


shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? © 


and how shall they hear withoul a preacher 2") and ask 
yourself if the doctrine under consideration does not im- 


pute as much partiality to Deity as does the Calvinistic 
doctrine. MARCUS. 


**O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all : the earth is full of thy riches.” 
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